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Every day at densely populated 
international airports like this 
one, authorities are searching 
for an invader.

These specially trained canine units are 
not after illegally smuggled drugs or 
terrorist bombs, but the threat they are 
seeking to detect is just as dangerous.

Passengers, luggage, and 
cargo are meticulously 
inspected for evidence of 
the tiniest of enemies... 

…hidden inside a seemingly
harmless piece of meat.



Plum Island Animal Disease Center, 
located off the northeastern tip of 
Long Island, New York, USA.

In this
laboratory

fear is one of
the things we’re

fighting to 
eradicate. I know

what you mean.
Sometimes the public’s
reaction to news of a

virus outbreak can be
as scary as the
disease itself.

That’s sadly
very true.

There
is nothing so
menacing as

the mysterious and
the unknown.

Sometimes
it’s hard to

believe such a tiny
thing as a virus

could cause such
world-wide

chaos.

If viruses
could think,

like we do, I wonder 
what would be going

on in their
minds.

It’s no
use, kid.  None

at all.

We’ll
never get out

of here.

Meet Bog, foot and mouth disease virus, 
aka Type O... long contained at Plum Island.

Cag, also Type O FMD virus, 
is a new inmate to the facility.

Both of them know their 
days are numbered.
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So, that’s it?
That’s all?  It’s all

over and you’re
not even gonna

try?

You’re
just giving

up?

There’s
no escape

from here, kid.
Believe me,

I know.

Once
you’ve been

locked up here
as long as I have…

you’ll learn to
accept
it, too.

There’s
no way

out.

Don’t
just take

my word for it... 
ask our other

fellow
inmates!

Look at ‘em
closely.

All bad
news-all of
‘em highly

contagious!

Utterly
terrifying

in their
day!

Now
they’re locked

in here, too.  Just
as harmless and

helpless as
us.

Still…I
remember a time

when we were a lot
more than a group of

nobodies trapped
in this test
tube cell…

… and
those were
our glory
days of…

type
a

type
asia 1

types

Sat 1
sat 2
sat 3 

type
c

type
O.
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…massive
infection!

Cattle, sheep,
swine-nothing was

safe from
us!

They may
have us quarantined

now, but not before the
ruin and destruction created

by our last great
epidemic!

Ah, yes...
the FMD

United Kingdom
outbreak
of 2001.
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United Kingdom
outbreak
of 2001.

They
never even

saw it
coming!

Our Type O
Pan Asia gang

got right
to work.

After an
incubation period, 

the high fevers
started.

And, finally,
the festering 

vesicles on
the mouth and
also the feet
and udders.

It was
beautiful.

More than
two thousand

cases of FMD invaded
farms throughout the

British countryside.
Eventually, it took the

slaughter of
seven million

sheep and cattle
to stop us.



Wha-?
no!  No!

You
can’t do this!
You’ll never

win!

We’re
gaining in the

battle against FMD
viruses, but the war

is far from
over.

Like
many OTHERS,
FMD viruses
continually
mutate and

evolve.

A vaccine created for one type 
will not protect against the others.  
Different types of the virus have 
very different RNA sequences.

Many countries around the 
world have controlled and 
eradicated FMD using current 
vaccines THAT provide 
protection for up to 6 
months or a year. 

For other countries that 
don’t yet have cases of 
FMD, preventing its 
introduction is the best 
strategy.
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you are right cag, the
scientists can’t stop all of us.
They’re only human, after all.

They make mistakes.

All we
have to do is
wait till next

time.

What concerns me is
the 2007 outbreak in the UK

which leaked out from labs developing FMD
vaccines. This happened only six years after

FMD devastated the country’s
livestock industries.

in 2010
there was

another outbreak in
South Korea that

resulted in the deaths
of millions of

livestock.

We are taking 
every precaution to reduce 

the possibility of future outbreaks. 
With vigilance and painstaking 
research, we will continue to 

contain FMD.

And, someday… 
FMD, like smallpox,
will no longer exist

in the wild.




